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Abstract

This article examines conservation problems that concern Nowy Wisnicz, a town of
exceptional historical, architectural, and landscape value, which represents one of the most
valuable examples of a 17"-century urban and architectural complex in southern Poland.
This study addresses two main aspects: the town’s historical architecture, with particular
emphasis on the castle and the Carmelite monastery complex, and the spatial development
processes that have produced its contemporary appearance. The research is based on an
analysis of historical cartographic sources, including Austrian military surveys, as well as
archival materials and current spatial planning regulations. The results demonstrate that,
despite limited economic growth and spatial development in the 20™ century, Nowy Wisnicz
has preserved a clearly legible historic urban layout and a high concentration of heritage
assets. Special attention is given to the role of statutory conservation instruments, including
the local spatial development plan and the designation of the town as a Monument to History,
which provide an effective framework for the preservation of the cultural landscape and the
protection of the town’s historical identity.
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Introduction

This article presents two main topics. The first topic focuses on the historical
architecture of Nowy Wisnicz — a town located in the Bochnia region, in the central part of the
Lesser Poland Voivodeship, which is an important area in terms of history, culture, and urban
planning on a regional scale. The second topic concerns spatial development and its impact on
the contemporary image of the town. Both issues, analyzed in a regional context, are highly
significant for its conservation and preservation.

The castle and the post-Carmelite monastery complex are key structures in the town’s
development. Both of these unique monuments not only shaped the urban silhouette of Nowy
Wisénicz but also had a direct impact on its spatial development. The literature is rich with
studies devoted to historical analyses of the castle and monastery complex, including
architectural, documentary, and cartographic research.

Prolific researchers of this subject include Feliks Kiryk [1], [2], [3], Piotr Szlezynger [4],
[5], [6], and Alfred Majewski [7].

An analysis of the state of research indicates that Nowy Wisnicz has been the subject of
numerous studies concerning primarily the castle and monastery, as well as the historical spatial
layout in regional terms. However, there is a lack of new research from the last decade—after
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2000, there have been very few studies [8], [9]. At the same time, the literature lacks synthetic
studies that consider the overall conservation issues of the town, including both the architectural
and landscape complex and spatial planning issues. Based on earlier academic works and
documents concerning the conservation of Nowy Wisnicz, this analysis aims to show that the
town has a chance to develop in line with contemporary trends while preserving its historical
character.

Experimental

History of the town’s development

Settlement in the area of Wisnicz dates back to the 13" century (the first mention of the
settlement appeared in 1242, in connection with a record on the Order of St. Benedict); however, due
to a lack of cartographic sources from that period and limited archival sources, it is not possible to
determine the more detailed spatial framework in which medieval buildings developed.

The town received its charter on 8 June 1616. This was also the time when the
construction of the town hall began. It should be noted that only high-ranking towns had town
halls. Its location in the center of the Wisnicz market square further emphasized the town’s
position. The form of the building remains unknown, as it was significantly remodeled in the
19 century. The following years brought major changes. In 1656, the town and the castle were
captured by the Swedes as a result of the Second Northern War.
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Fig. 1. ‘Arx Wischnizensis,' author: Erik Dahlberg, source: www.polona.pl , accessed January 2026

In 1783, the local Carmelite monastery was dissolved on the basis of the so-called Josephine
dissolution. An Austrian judicial court (the southern part of the Republic of Poland was occupied by
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Austria in 1775) and a prison were located within the abandoned walls. The subsequent period was a
time of destruction and decline for the town. In 1831, the castle burned down, and in 1863, almost
the entire town was destroyed. Thanks to sketches by outstanding Polish artist Jan Matejko, we can
see the style of Wiénicz’s buildings as seen in the early 19 century.

Fig. 2. Wooden buildings of Wisnicz, author: Jan Matejko, source: www.polona.pl access: January 2026

In 1928, renovation works were carried out on the Wisnicz Castle under the supervision
of Adolf Szyszko-Bohusz [7]. Among other things, part of the western wall of the castle, which
had collapsed a year earlier, was rebuilt. A comprehensive renovation of the castle began in
1949.

In May 1940, the demolition of the monastery church began, carried out by the Germans
that were occupying Poland. The characteristic Baroque towers disappeared from the town’s
skyline. Some of the materials were used in the reconstruction of the palace in Krzeszowice,
one of the residences of Governor-General Hans Frank.

Preserved documentation from various periods of the building's life allowed for the
formulation of contemporary conservation guidelines that do not threaten its historical value.

When analyzing the urban layout of the town, attention should be paid to the individual
stages of its development. Research in this area was conducted on the basis of Austrian military
maps, i.c.,

—  The First Military Survey, also known as the Josephinian Map, created between 1763
and 1787, is most often referred to in Polish historiography as ‘Mieg’s Map’ [10] (after
the name of the Austrian officer who oversaw its creation) (fig. 3);

—  Second Military Survey, also known as the Franciscan map, created between 1806 and
1862 (fig. 4);

—  Third Military Survey, also known as the Francisco-Josephinian map, created between
1869 and 1887 (fig. 5);
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Fig. 5. Nowy Wisnicz on Third Military Survey, source: www.mapire.eu , accessed January 2026
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Wisnicz on Mieg’s map is basically limited to the market square and the side streets
leading away from it. Based on the military maps indicated in the study, it is possible to analyze
the development of the road system outside the town. It is worth noting the connection between
Wisénicz and nearby Lipnica Murowana, which originally, i.e., in the 18th century, ran through
Lomna between the monastery and the castle and reached the old town. The second photo
shows the more important connection through the borderland of Lomna and Leksandrowa,
which is already dominant in the third photo (while the original route lost its importance) — both
routes are still in use today, with similar rankings as in the 19" century.

The southern route leads to Potom and Limanowa. The Bochnia route also changed

between the 18" and 19" centuries, moving to the location used today (fig. 6).

Fig. 6. Nowy Wisnicz on the Galician Cadastre 1847 (northern part), source: www.polona.pl , accessed January 2026

In the 20" century, the town did not undergo any radical expansion or acquire any new
functions of regional significance. The lack of development in this area did not have a positive
impact on the town’s growth. Its potential was determined by its historical surroundings — the
aforementioned buildings of high historical value and its urban layout.

This analysis identified all of Wisnicz’s conservation assets. They include 115 buildings
listed in the municipal monument records [11], including 16 buildings entered in the register of
monuments. In addition, 249 traces of settlements from previous eras were recorded. The area
of Wisnicz includes, among others, an urban complex with the buildings of Nowe Wisnicz, the
parish church of the Blessed Virgin Mary from 1620, together with a bell tower, a presbytery,
and a complex of old trees (4 separate entries); as well as the town hall, also from 1620 (fig. 7).
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Fig. 7. Nowy Wisnicz—town hall, photo: August 2025

Statutory conservation of the architectural and landscape complex of Nowy Wisnicz

In accordance with the Regulation of the President of the Republic of Poland of 20 April
2020, the architectural and landscape complex of Nowy Wisnicz was recognized as a historical
monument.

Statutory conservation is included in the local spatial development plan (§ 6(4) of the
plan) [12]. Within this framework, strict protection areas have been designated for buildings of
the highest historical value, i.e., the castle, monastery, and parish church (including their
surroundings) (§ 6(4)(1)), and a conservation zone for the urban layout, covering the area of the
historic center of Nowy Wisnicz with adjacent streets, residential buildings, residential and
commercial areas, service development areas, and separate landscaped green areas and
communication areas (entry in the register of monuments A-97) (§ 6(4)(2)). The zone requires
the purposeful formation of buildings and development by preserving the building line in the
market square and all streets designated during the charter period, preserving the historical
proportions of residential plots, historical urban functions, spatial layout, and spatial proportions
of individual landmarks (§ 6(4)(2)(a—e)). There is also an obligation to give the buildings
historical features characteristic of the area, implemented through forms and details typical of
the neighborhood (including, for example, the obligation to use ceramic tiles).
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Fig. 8. Map of the ‘Nowy Wisnicz — Architectural and Landscape Complex” Monument to History — Annex to the
Ordinance of the President of the Republic of Poland, item 841

In addition, the following were also designated:

- an intermediate statutory conservation zone (§ 6(4)(3)), i.e., the area surrounding the
conservation zone of the urban layout. In this zone, the development and land use should be
shaped in such a way as to preserve the view of the historic urban layout and the panorama of
the castle and monastery hill. Existing buildings with historic features are to be preserved. New
buildings complementing the existing development are permitted, provided that the mandatory
building line is observed in order to fill the existing frontages (infill development).

- a zone for the protection of the historic complex’s exposure (§ 6(4)(4)(a—)), covering
exposed areas with distant views, which are the area of the former Italian gardens located in the
northern part of the town and the viewing areas adjacent to and located below the historic castle and
monastery complex. The zone requires deliberate shaping of buildings and development through:

a) development that does not obscure the panorama of the castle and monastery hills,

b) a significant reduction in the maximum height of buildings to 10 m,

¢) a ban on the creation of dense areas of tall greenery that could obscure the panorama
of the castle and monastery hills and distant views.

The protection of the above-mentioned areas is supplemented by the requirement to
obtain conservation approval for advertising media exceeding an area of 2 m? (§ 6(5)).
It is certainly worth pointing out and emphasizing the high value of the local plan in terms of
conservation due to the valorization of zones and the detailed specification of its provisions.

Results and discussion

Analyses have shown that Nowy Wisnicz was a high-ranking town with a rich history.
Evidence of its heyday can be seen primarily in the castle that stands out in the silhouette of
Wisnicz. Today, it is the castle that builds the memory of the town. Another valuable feature is
the preserved urban layout, thanks to which the town has been designated a Historic Monument.
The preserved monastery buildings are currently used as a prison.

It seems that an important step for the future development of Wisnicz is to ensure the
preservation of its monuments, as has already been done, but also to undertake initiatives promoting
the town and activities for its development in line with contemporary trends and expectations.
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The potential of Wisnicz, which lies primarily in its preserved relics of the past, should
be the essence of its development and determine the individual, distinctive character of the
town. Contemporary strategies for the development of urban centers prioritize care for the
culture and tradition of a place and its heritage. Based on an analysis of the town’s structure,
clear directions for spatial intervention can be identified. One of them is the creation of the
400th Anniversary Park, located at the foot of the route leading to the castle hill.

In the immediate vicinity of the old trees, a new landscaped green area has been planned,
harmoniously blending into the historical cultural landscape (adjacent to, among others, the
‘Koryznéwka’ — Museum of Jan Matejko’s Memorabilia—while meeting the contemporary
expectations of residents. The green space has been designed with both cultural events and
leisure in mind; it has been equipped with benches, park deck chairs, park features, lighting, and
recreational infrastructure conducive to social integration and recreation in the surroundings of
the historic castle complex.

The castle itself retains its historical splendor, as evidenced by its good technical
condition. The structure remains one of the most valuable examples of a defensive residence in
Lesser Poland, and its form, scale, and dominant location in the landscape determine its unique
cultural and spatial value—it is undoubtedly a landmark of the town (fig. 9).

Fig. 9. Nowy Wisnicz—castle, photo: August 2025

The authentic, preserved building fabric, clear spatial layout, and strong connection
between the building and the town are of particular value and determine the castle’s uniqueness.
Currently, the castle serves as a museum and exhibition space (although not fully utilized),
which further strengthens its role in the Wisnicz area. The general trends in Polish society, namely
the depopulation of smaller towns [13] and the decline in the country’s population [14], should be
identified as threats to the town’s development.
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Both the castle and the newly shaped public space on the route leading to the castle hill
are proof that contemporary urban planning can be implemented in a historical context. The
development of the town—through the promotion and appropriate display of historic buildings
as elements of cultural heritage—is not only possible but also desirable. The elements of the
town’s history and identity, which distinctively shape the image of Nowy Wisnicz, are of
particular value.

The preservation measures implemented in Nowy Wisnicz have effectively safeguarded
its historic urban structure, particularly the traditional market square and centrally located town
hall. The absence of intrusive, ahistorical developments, such as large-scale halls or
disproportionately sized buildings, has contributed significantly to maintaining the town’s
architectural coherence, historical character, and local identity (Figs. 10 and 11).

Fig. 10. Nowy Wi$nicz—main square, photo: Narodowe Archiwum Cyfrowe (L), Matuesz Budziakowski (R), August
2025

Fig. 11. Nowy Wi$nicz — main square, photo: Narodowe Archiwum Cyfrowe (L), Matuesz Budziakowski (R), August
2025

Conclusions

Based on an analysis of the spatial development of Nowy Wisnicz, the following
conclusions can be drawn:

The construction of the Galician Railway of Archduke Charles Louis in the mid-19%
century led to the development and growth in importance of the towns located along its route
(Krakéw—Bochnia-Tarnéw—Dgbica, etc., all the way to Lviv), while at the same time limiting
the role of towns located further away from this route. This, combined with the fire in Wisnicz
in the 19" century, caused a kind of ‘reset’ in development. Thus, the spatial layout of Wi$nicz
should be considered mainly in the context of the last 160 years, taking into account earlier
buildings such as the castle and monastery.
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Overall, these protective measures have successfully preserved the historic urban
identity and architectural coherence of Nowy Wisnicz.

Thus, it can be concluded that the conservation of Wisnicz can serve as a model example
for other towns. The town’s potential is based on its preserved monuments and relics of the
past, which determine its individual character and form the basis for its development. The lack
of disturbance to the historical fabric by contemporary, oversized buildings is a notable and
valuable feature. There is extensive potential for contemporary developments and projects that
fit harmoniously into the historical landscape. The underutilized castle and the preserved urban
layout can become the ‘flywheel’ for the further development of the town.
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